
THE DEVIL MADE ME DO IT! 
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"And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?   And he said, I heard thy 

voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.   And he said, Who told thee 

that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not 

eat?  And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did 

eat.  And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, 

The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat” (Genesis 3:9-13). 

Have you ever heard the expression: ‘The Devil made me do it’?  Unless you’ve had your head stuck in 

the sand all your life, or lived as a monk deep in the Himalaya Mountain range of India, of course you 

have!  Most of us, if we are truly honest, have used this phrase more than once when we have done 

something rather unscrupulous.  It seems to be part of human nature after man’s fall from grace to ‘pass 

the buck’ (another infamous phrase) to someone else when we commit a dastardly deed. 

Following his sin in the Garden of Eden, Adam was questioned by God about his wickedness and Adam 

replied, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.”  You see 

what Adam did?  Rather than swallowing his pride and assuming responsibility for his wrong actions he 

reassigned the blamed to his wife!  Now men, I know you have never committed such an injustice!  And 

wives before you begin shaking fingers at your husbands, notice what happens next in the narrative of 

Genesis 3: 13, “And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done?  And the 

woman said, The serpent beguilded me, and I did eat.” 

Elementary my dear Watson!  Now we know who coined the phrase, ‘The Devil made me do it’!  Eve 

diverted her eyes from the piercing glory of her Creator and blamed Satan for her disobedience.  And 

currently, over 6000 years later we are still saying the same thing, ‘The Devil made me do it’! 

In March 2009, a 62-year-old woman was charged with stealing more than $73,000 from her church in 

the state of Washington. When the detectives interrogated her, she told them: ‘Satan had a big part in 

the theft.’ It sounds like she, too, was saying that the ‘devil made her do it’. 

Most certainly we are influenced daily by the Devil and his evil minions, but quite often we blame the 

Devil for things that are simply our own sinful actions!  The Devil tempts us, yes, but he doesn’t ‘make’ 

us sin!  Man sins when he is “drawn away by his own desires and enticed” (James 1:14).  So the next 

time we are tempted to say, ‘The Devil made me do it’, we had better look in the mirror for the real 

culprit – self. 

Dear Lord, help us accept responsibility for our own immoral deeds and not pass the blame to someone, 

or something else.  If we will simply admit our sins before you, you are “faithful and just to forgive us of 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  In Jesus name, your son, Greg – Amen. 


