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The Bible records two instances where someone is called the “son of perdition”: 

“While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have 

kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled” 

(John 17:12). 

“Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling 

away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition” (2 Thessalonians 2:3). 

In both of these accounts the phrase simply means, “man doomed to destruction” and is not reserved 

for any one individual. Two separate people, in fact, are referred by the title of “son of perdition” - in 

John 17:12, Judas Iscariot, and in 2 Thessalonians 2:3, the Antichrist. 

When we look at the word “perdition”, we find that in the original languages it means “eternal 

damnation” or “utter destruction”. When it is used as a noun, the word can be translated as a synonym 

for “hell”. So when the Bible speaks of “the son of perdition”, it is referring to someone in an 

unredeemable state, a person that is “damned” to eternal destruction, even thou they may still be alive. 

In John 17 we find Jesus praying for his disciples (and for us) and ask His Father to “protect them and 

keep them safe”. He goes on to say, “none of them were lost except the son of perdition”, or the one 

who is permanently damned to destruction. In the infinite wisdom of a Sovereign God, the Lord declared 

two individuals as “unredeemable” and destined them to spend eternity in everlasting destruction (Lake 

of Fire). Could the Lord have moved upon the heart of Judas and brought him to a state of repentance 

and faith in Christ? Of course He could have, but Judas was one individual that God chose to help fulfill 

His plan for mankind. 

ARE THERE OTHER “SONS OF PERDITIONS”? According to Hebrews 6:4-8, there is: 

 “For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, 

and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God, and the 

powers of the world to come, If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; 

seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame”. 

The above quoted Scripture speaks of a person, like Judas, who has had a clear and concise knowledge 

of Jesus Christ – His person, work and sacrifice – but has willfully and deliberately rejected and refused 

Him. They understand what Christ has done for them, have been convicted of their sins, have had ample 

opportunity to repent and be saved, but flat-out-rejected the Gospel. In essence, this is a person who 

‘goes it alone’ and prefers to attempt payment for their own salvation, their own debt for sin. This is the 



path that Judas took and ultimately he became so distressed that he hanged himself instead of receiving 

God’s gift of salvation (see Ephesians 2:8,9). 

CAN WE KNOW IF A PERSON WHO HAS BEEN LABELED BY GOD THE “SON OF PERDITION”? 

Judas and the Antichrist were extreme cases in which God used and will use them to fulfill His plan for 

mankind. It would be wrong for us to label anyone the “son of perdition” for we do not know the heart 

of man – only God can look upon the heart and determine for certain if a person is saved or not. We are 

simply told to continue praying and witnessing to the lost in hopes that one day they, too, will receive 

Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord. 

 


